
Just in Time for Christmas  
 
Here is a question from our website www.netmga.net: Ask a Master Gardener 
I'm looking to buy gardening lessons for my dad for Christmas. He has a small garden that he 
likes to work in and I know he'd like to learn more about concepts like permaculture and 
sustainable food cultivation that he can apply at home.  
  
Do you know of any upcoming workshops or organizations that I could work with for something 
like this?  
Thanks very much, 
Justin 
  
P.S. He lives in Piney Flats, TN, so I'm looking for things in either Johnson City or in the tri-city 
area. 
 
Answer: Hi Justin, thanks for your question!   We can give you some suggestions for this nice 
Christmas gift you are planning for your dad.   
  
-Master Gardening Intern Training: The Master Gardener Program is offered by the University 
of Tennessee Extension in Sullivan and Washington Counties. The purpose of the Master 
Gardener program is to train people as horticultural-educated volunteers. These volunteers work 
in partnership with their counties to expand the educational outreach, providing home gardeners 
with researched-based information. Each volunteer has been trained with 40 hours of 
horticultural education and keeps updated with continuing education events. The cost for this 
training is around $185 with annual fees of $25 and required volunteer hours to maintain Master 
Gardener certification. Upcoming Intern training class information can be found at the Northeast 
Tennessee Master Gardener website:  https://www.netmga.net/ or the extension office websites 
shown below. 
  
-The University of Tennessee has extension offices in every Tennessee county and are there to 
assist home gardeners as well as commercial agriculture industries.  Here are the websites and 
contact information to the Sullivan and Washington County Extension offices where you can get 
information on upcoming gardening seminars, Master Gardener Intern training schedules, and 
get answers to gardening questions: 
 
Sullivan County Extension: https://sullivan.tennessee.edu/ 
140 Spurgeon Lane 
Blountville, TN 37617 
Phone: 423-574-1919 
 
Washington County Extension: https://washington.tennessee.edu/ 
206 W. Main Street 
Jonesborough, TN 37659-1230 
Phone: 423-753-1680 
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.netmga.net%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTinaH.Pasquale%40eastman.com%7C01ea9ad268494258a67108da9be61567%7C9b50c80f103b4433a91cb4b06c507387%7C0%7C0%7C637993709920976364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CvNgxdI7yzOXWvXRMLgaEaYMlQQ%2BHFQP40ODo38uiGI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.netmga.net/
https://sullivan.tennessee.edu/
https://washington.tennessee.edu/


-The Southern Appalachian Plant Society: The Southern Appalachian Plant Society (SAPS) is a 
non-profit educational organization interested in promoting sound horticultural practices in our 
homes and communities.  Our members are horticulturists, Master Gardeners, and gardening 
hobbyists. This organization has monthly seminars on a wide range of gardening topics including 
those you mentioned below and are typically free to the public. The membership fee is $20 
annually and include benefits such as special gardening seminars and area greenhouse 
discounts. The SAPS website can be found at: https://saps.us/ 
  
-Wild Ones: Wild Ones promote environmentally friendly, sound landscaping to preserve 
biodiversity through the preservation, restoration, and establishment of native plant 
communities. They have a local chapter here and have seminars that focus on native 
gardening. There are various levels of membership options that can be found on their 
website:  https://wildones.org/. 
   
The Northeast Tennessee Master Gardeners 

How do I ask a question? 

If you have a question for the Master Gardeners, submit them to us on our website at www.netmga.net. 
Click the link at the top of the page, “ASK A MASTER GARDENER” to send in your question. 
Questions that are not answered in this column will receive a response from a Master Gardener to the 
contact information you provide. 

The Master Gardener Program is offered by the University of Tennessee Extension. The purpose of the 
Master Gardener program is to train people as horticultural-educated volunteers. These volunteers work 
in partnership with the local Extension office in their counties to expand educational outreach, providing 
home gardeners with researched-based information. 

https://saps.us/
https://wildones.org/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.netmga.net%2F&data=05%7C01%7CTinaH.Pasquale%40eastman.com%7C01ea9ad268494258a67108da9be61567%7C9b50c80f103b4433a91cb4b06c507387%7C0%7C0%7C637993709920976364%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CvNgxdI7yzOXWvXRMLgaEaYMlQQ%2BHFQP40ODo38uiGI%3D&reserved=0

