
My plants have big flowers and leaves but no veggies, what’s wrong? 
 
Q. I have beau<ful zucchini and squash plants with big flowers and healthy leaves, but I don’t 
get the vegetables you would expect from these near perfect plants. I live in Johnson City close 
to downtown in the Tree Streets. What gives? 
 
A. This sounds like your vine vegetables are not being pollinated. With a garden in the Tree 
Streets, there may be fewer bees and other pollinator insects to get them going. I found this 
informa<on on the University of New Hampshire website: “There are a number of reasons your 
zucchini plants may not be producing much fruit. To start, it’s important to understand that 
zucchini and other squash plants are monoecious, meaning they produce separate male and 
female flowers on the same plant. While these flowers may look very similar at first glance, 
there are some dis<nct differences once you take a closer look. The most obvious differences 
are the small immature fruits at the bases of female flowers and the long thin stems of male 
flowers. Early in the growing season, squash plants tend to produce more male than female 
flowers. 
 
While you may have tons of flowers, to produce fruit you must have both male and female 
flowers at the same <me. Bees and other pollinators are usually responsible for transferring 
pollen from the male flowers to the female flowers, which ul<mately leads to fruit 
development. If there are few bees in your garden, you’ll likely have poor pollina<on and fruit 
set. Bees are some<mes few and far between in urban areas. 
 
 If you think this is the case in your own garden, you can try playing the role of a bee yourself by 
hand pollina<ng the flowers. The pollen of squash plants is very s<cky and is formed in the 
center of the male flowers. You can try using a small paint brush to move some of the pollen 
from the male flower to the s<gma of the female flower.  
 
If that sounds too tedious, you can also just remove the male flower and gently roll its pollen 
onto the s<gma of the female flower. It’s best to try hand-pollina<on early in the morning as 
squash flowers open early and only last for one day. Also keep in mind that squashes can only 
be fer<lized by their same species. A zucchini cannot be pollinated by a winter squash and vice 
versa.” — from “Zucchini Plants Flowering but not Producing Fruit,” UNH Extension.  


