
Northeast Tennessee Master Gardener Board Meeting  
Washington County Extension Office 

Date: July 8, 2024 
 
 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Barbara Voigt, Carl Voigt, Brenda McKinnis, John Hitchcock, 
Mary Ann Lovelace, Chris Ramsey, Don Davis, Janet Smith, Karen Rowell, Jackie Knight, Teri 
lee, Beth Cox, Adam Watson, Susie Morrison, Natalie Bumgardner. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Valerie Jondahl, Kathy Wagner, Larry Wagner, Betts Leach, Gwen Ellis, 
Heather Duby, Mary Cain, Mary Todd  
 
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
Karen Rowell called the meeting to order. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT: Janet Smith. Mary Ann stated that the balance as of June 3, 2024, 
was $3859.54 not $3759.54 as reported in the last minutes. Janet Smith agreed to correct 
the amount of the endowment in the minutes. John Hitchcock made the motion to approve 
the minutes and Don Davis seconded the motion. The minutes were approved by the board 
after changes were noted. 
 
 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Mary Ann Lovelace presented the budget as of 07/08/24. 
Expenses included fees for speakers at membership meetings and the Award Banquet:  
$100.00 Connie Deegan 02/05/24 
$350.00 J. Zander 04/01/24 
$500.00 D. Tallamy 05/06/24 
Other expenses were as follows: 
Mary Cain/Printing and mailing supplies/$164.28. 
K. Wagner/supplies/$29.95 
K. Todd/Web page fees/ $ 48.40/ two-fourths-5/4/24 and 5/4-8/4/24 
John Hitchcock/brochures/$104.78 
John Hitchcock made the motion to approve the treasurer’s report and Don Davis seconded 
the motion. The report was approved by the board. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
PROJECT REPORT AND GRANTS FOR 2023: Don Davis 
Don Davis stated that the Old Deery Inn was now an official Master Garden Project with 
Kate O’ Lenic as the project leader. Adam Watson has not applied for the Lincoln Park 
Raised Project to be accepted as a Master Gardener Project but will soon. Sarah Cox is the 
new project leader for Sycamore Shoals. 
 
 
PROGRAMS FOR 2024:  Brenda McKinnis 
A membership meeting will be held at Tipton Haynes Historical Site on 08/05/2024. Food 
and drinks will be provided for the members. There will also be a lecture given on 
pollinators. The next membership meeting will be held at The Ramsey Center on 
10/07/2024. Jeremy Stout will give a lecture on invasive plants. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP/CERTIFICATION REPORT: Mary Cain (Absent) 
 

 
PUBLICITY: Brenda McKinnis (Nancy Shilling) 
John Hitchcock copied colored brochures to be used at future NETMGA events. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Heather Duby (Absent) 
 
NEWSLETTER: Betts Leach (absent) 
 
FACEBOOK: Valerie Jondahl (absent) 
 
MENTORS: John Hitchcock 
Asking project managers to mentor new interns seems to have worked out well. 
 
WEBSITE: Carl Voigt and Barbara Voigt 
Carl and Barbara updated the website to include new officers and projects. 
 
HOSPITALITY: Larry and Kathy Wagner (absent) 
Brenda McKinnis suggested that this committee be merged into the Program Committee 
because both cover similar issues. 
 
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT: Adam Watson 
(See notes under new business) 
 
SULLIVAN COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT: Chris Ramsey 



(See notes under new business) 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
There is a concern that the 2025 Master Gardener Class may not happen because Chris 
Ramsey, the class coordinator, is retiring in September. The board took the following 
actions to ensure that it would: 

 A committee will be created to coordinate the class meeting dates and topics. Susie 
Morrison will lead that committee. Members for the committee will be recruited 
through the Sign-up Genius Volunteer Program. The topics need to be finalized by 
September 1st. 

 Natalie Bumgardner will send the lesson plans once the 2025 meeting dates/topics 
have been formulated by the committee and will also serve as a mentor to the 
group. 

 Chris Ramsey will provide a link for online registration with a money payment. The 
Extension Services will help with online registration. 

 Adam Watson will help with a google information site concerning the program which 
would include a place for gardeners to list topics in which they are interested. 

 One suggestion for people to lead the classes would be the project leaders. They 
could also organize field trips to project sites, which might help with the number of 
volunteers they get at their project sites. 

 Chris Ramsey stated that someone was needed to coordinate with the Cattlemen’s 
Association to make sure the site was available for the classes. He thought that 
Andrea Blecher could be the contact person to help with that since she is a member 
of that association. Don Davis offered to work with the association to make sure the 
Ramsey Center was available for the classes. 

 
NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 
(Review notes under programing) 
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING: The next Board meeting will be held on 09/09/24 at the 
Ramsey Center at 6:30 pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
2025 Officer Slate Discussion: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Heather Duby (Absent) 
 
NEWSLETTER: Betts Leach (Absent) 
 
 
FACEBOOK: Valerie Jondahl (Absent) 
 
MENTORS: John Hitchcock 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WEBSITE: Carl & Barbara Voigt 
 
 
 
HOSPITALITY: Larry & Kathy Wagner (Susie Morrison) (Absent) 
 
 
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT: Adam Watson  
 
 
 
 
 



 
SULLIVAN COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT: Chris Ramsey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING plans: 
 
 
Next Board Meeting Plans: 
 
 
 


