Springtime Lawn Care Tasks
By Wes Walker, Master Gardener

With the subtle warming that hints of the coming spring, it’s time for homeowners to start
their preparations for...lawn care. What? Yep, you read that right. Early spring is a critical
time for lawn care, as it sets the foundation for healthy grass throughout the year. From
managing pests like Japanese beetles to preventing crabgrass and promoting strong root
systems, proper maintenance can keep your lawn lush and resilient. Implementing key
lawn care strategies in early spring can prevent issues later in the growing season.

A successful spring lawn care regimen includes several essential tasks: cleaning up debris,
monitoring soil health, aeration, fertilization, and pest management. These proactive steps
help ensure a vibrant lawn that can withstand environmental stresses and potential
infestations.

Cleaning and Raking: As winter fades, remove leaves, twigs, and other debris that may have
accumulated on the lawn. Raking helps to prevent mold growth and promotes air
circulation in the soil. This is also a good time to inspect for any winter damage and
address any bare or thinning areas.

Lawn Aeration: Compacted soil restricts root growth and reduces water absorption. If your
lawn suffered from heavy foot traffic or winter compaction, consider aerating in early
spring. Aeration involves perforating the soil with small holes to improve oxygen flow and
nutrient absorption, which encourages stronger, healthier roots.

Overseeding for Thick, Healthy Grass: Spring is a great time to overseed bare patches
caused by winter stress. Select a grass seed mix suited to your region and lawn conditions.
Ensure good seed-to-soil contact by lightly raking the soil before seeding and keeping the
area moist for optimal germination.

Fertilization for Strong Root Development: Applying fertilizer in the early spring provides
essential nutrients to support root growth. Use a slow-release nitrogen fertilizer to sustain
growth without promoting excessive top growth, which can make grass susceptible to
stress. Soil testing can help determine nutrient deficiencies and guide appropriate
fertilization.

Managing Japanese Beetles: Japanese beetles pose a significant threat to lawns and
gardens. Japanese larvae, known as grubs, feed on grass roots in the spring, causing brown
patches and weakening the turf. Start by monitoring for grubs. Inspect areas with brown or
spongy turf by lifting a section of sod and checking for C-shaped white grubs. If more than
10 grubs per square foot are found, chemical treatment may be necessary. By treating for
grubs now, you’ll have fewer adults to deal with on your other home and garden plants.



Preventing Crabgrass Emergence: Crabgrass is an aggressive weed that competes with
grass for nutrients and space. Since it germinates in the spring when soil temperatures
reach about 55°F for a few consecutive days, early intervention is key. Many people use the
blooming of Forsythia as their visual cue to apply pre-emergent treatments.

Addressing Broadleaf Weeds: Spring is also a prime time to target broadleaf weeds such as
dandelions and clover. Spot treatment with selective herbicides or manual removal
ensures these weeds do not overtake the lawn.

Preventive Maintenance of Equipment: Before you make your first cutting pass with your
lawn mower, you may want to make sure you’ve performed your basic maintenance.
Servicing the engine (i.e. oil and filter changes) and sharpening the blades are essential
tasks to ensure your equipment is ready to go. If you have an irrigation system, this is also a
good time to check to lines and sprinkler heads to check for any damage that may have
occurred during prolonged freezes.

A well-planned spring lawn care routine ensures a resilient and thriving lawn throughout
the year. By addressing pests, maintaining soil health, and ensuring equipment is properly
working, homeowners can establish a strong, healthy turf. Proactive care in spring will lead
to a beautiful, lush lawn that can withstand seasonal challenges and remain vibrant all
year long.

Until next time, keep workin’ th’ dirt!
Resources

“Japanese Beetle: Tips for you Lawn.” Michigan State University Extension.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/japanese_beetle_tips_for_your_lawn

“Managing the Japanese Beetle: AHomeowner’s Handbook.” United States Department of
Agriculture. https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/JBhandbook.pdf

“Crabgrass.” University of Minnesota Extension.
https://extension.umn.edu/weeds/crabgrass#herbicide-control-3651661

For more information about gardening, visit UTHORT’s YouTube site for helpful videos:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCjS3d11kIH1O0Z1Z2gPvhgfQ

Or Washington County’s YouTube site:
https://www.youtube.com/@utextensionwashingtoncounty

How do I ask a question?
If you have a question for the Master Gardeners, submit them to us on our website
at www.netmga.net. Click the link at the top of the page, “ASK A MASTER GARDENER” to
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send in your question. Questions that are not answered in this column will receive a response
from a Master Gardener to the contact information you provide.

The Master Gardener Program is offered by the University of Tennessee Extension. The purpose
of the Master Gardener program is to train people as horticultural-educated volunteers. These
volunteers work in partnership with the local Extension office in their counties to expand
educational outreach, providing home gardeners with researched-based information.



