
Northeast Tennessee Master Gardener Board Meeting  
Team Meeting 

Date: January 6, 2025 
 
 

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Brenda McKinnis, John Hitchcock, Mary Ann Lovelace, Janet 
Smith, Karen Rowell, Susie Morrison, Mary Cain, Donna Fowler, Nancy Shilling, Michelle 
Hejny, Don Davis 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Valerie Jondahl, Betts Leach, Gwen Ellis, Heather Duby, Mary Todd, 
Heather Duby, Barbara Voigt, Carl Voigt, Beth Cox 
 
CALL TO ORDER AND WELCOME 
Karen Rowell called the meeting to order. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT:  
 Mary Cain made the motion to approve the November meeting minutes and John 
Hitchcock second it. The Board approved the November 2024 minutes with no corrections. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Mary Ann Lovelace presented the budget as of 01/06/25. 
The board approved the Treasurer’s report. 
 
PROJECT REPORT AND GRANTS FOR 2023: Don Davis 
Don Davis reported that Gina Clark, the leader of the Unicoi Hospital MG Project, stated 
that her team plans to rebuild the garden that was destroyed by the 2024 Flood once the 
new hospital is constructed.  
Don motioned that the MGs use the same procedures and timelines to request $350.00 
grants to fund their projects as was used in 2024. The board approved the motion after 
Susie Morrison seconded the motion. 
 
PROGRAMS FOR 2024:  Brenda McKinnis 
Brenda McKinnis stated that the February 3rd Membership Meeting will be the annual 
award banquet with members providing covered dishes as part of a potluck dinner. Seth 
McLaughlin, MSN, is a nurse practitioner in Johnson City, TN. He has been an herbalist since 
1994 and teaches for the organization Herbalachia. Mr. McLaughlin will be giving a 
presentation on Medicinal Herbs and Aging. His fee will be $200.00.  
There will be an online registration for dinner through Google Form Signup. Susie Morrison 
suggested that project teams compete for the best decorated table. Karen stated that it 
might become too complicated. 
Brenda asked the board what the appropriate fee was to pay speakers for membership 
meetings and where funding would come from. Joh Hitchcock suggested using the Grant 



Money account for Education. He will work with Brandi, the Ramsey Agriculture Center 
secretary, to locate the account and how to access it. 
Karen Rowell stated that the annual election of officers should be included in the February 
Membership meeting. 
The April meeting will be a propagation program with firsthand activities and at the May 
meeting a field trip to the Mayfield Lavender Farm. This meeting will be on the 2nd Monday 
in May. 
 
MEMBERSHIP/CERTIFICATION REPORT: Mary Cain  
Mary Cain stated that there are currently 159 active NETMGA members. However, there 
are eighteen members who have not paid their dues, twenty-seven members who do not 
have enough volunteer hours to be recertified, and fifteen members who have paid their 
dues but do not have enough volunteer hours to be recertified. After discussing the issue 
with the board, it was suggested that Mary Cain send out a letter to those members 
requiring them to complete twenty volunteer hours and complete at least four CEU hours 
by June to get their certification. 
Jackie Knight asked if the members of the 2024 Master Gardener Class will get their badges 
at the Awards Banquet. Mary Cain stated that the badges and service pins will be included 
in the packets given at the banquet. Karen Rowell asked if discount cards to various 
nurseries would be in the packets and Mary confirmed that they would be included. 
 
 
 
PUBLICITY: Brenda McKinnis (Nancy Shilling) 
Brenda reported that an interview with Susie Morrison and Margaret Woolery on WCYB TV 
to promote the 2025 Master Gardener Intern class. Karen Rowell offered to draft an article 
for the newspaper concerning the class and Jackie Knight volunteered to publish an article 
describing her first year as a Master Gardener. 
The AAMGs set up a table to encourage others to help write articles. Susie Morrison, Nancy 
Weaver, and Donna Archer have volunteered. Articles continue to be written on a weekly 
basis. The AAMG tab hits on the NETMGA website increased by 300 from 2023 to 2024. 
 
 
2025 Intern Class Report: Susie Morrison 
Susie Morrison stated that four people have signed up for the class and six more people 
have expressed an interest in the class. Three projects will be presented at a time during 
the Intern classes to give the class members a chance to ask questions and decide which 
projects they would like to volunteer for. The members of her team will be meeting on 
Wednesday, 01/08/25 to finalize preparations for the class. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: Heather Duby (Absent) 
 



NEWSLETTER: Betts Leach (Absent) 
 
FACEBOOK: Valerie Jondahl (Absent) 
John Hitchcock is setting up a team to update the NETMA Facebook page.  
 
MENTORS: John Hitchcock 
John had nothing new to report. 
 
WEBSITE: Carl & Barbara Voigt(absent) 
John Hitchcock collaborated with Carl Voigt to setup access to the Articles for “Ask a 
Master Gardener” on the website. 
 
WASHINGTON COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT: Adam Watson (absent) 
 
SULLIVAN COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT:  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
Brenda McKinnis let the board know that the following Master Gardeners are battling 
significant health issues and keep them in our prayers: Ben Hunter and Phyillis Morgan. 
 
NEXT MEMBERSHIP MEETING plans: 
The next membership meeting will be held at on 02/03/25 at 6:30 pm at the Ramsey 
Agricultural Center. 
 
Next Board Meeting Plans: 
The Board Meeting will be held on at 30 pm at the Ramsey Agricultural Center. 
 
 
 


